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MANY intelligent people are coming to a realization of
the fact of their own imperfection, their sin. With the
Psalmist they admit, “I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me” (Psa. 51: 5). Whether
the how and the why, the philosophy of the matter be
discerned or not, the fact is recognized. However much
we may theorize that the same Creator who made the
angels pure, happy, holy, sinless, also made us. We,
nevertheless, are aware of the fact that we are not pure,
holy, sinless, undefiled. Righteousness should not,
however, be considered as being the phenomenon,
but the original creation in perfection and fall of man
portrays the correct viewpoint. Sin is the occurrence, the
peculiarity, the disorder—the disarrangement of the
proper order which would have prevailed if disobedience
had not manifested its ugly head.

Nowhere in the world do we find any explanation
of present human conditions that is satisfactory to
heart and intellect, except in the pages of the Bible.
Revealed therein, it is stated that God’s work is perfect
(Deut. 32: 4, 5)—that He created man in His own
character image and likeness, as earth’s king and ruler;
however, man rebelled against the Divine regulations
and sin resulted. Therefore, the present disorder,
human degradation—mental, moral, physical and
religious—and dying and death, are the result of that
rebellion in Eden (Rom. 5: 12; 1 Cor. 15: 21).

It is true that human philosophy has sought, aside
from the Bible, to solve the question of man’s condition
of sin and imperfection. Its claim is that the Bible
record is untrue; that man never was perfect; that
man never fell from perfection into sin and death; that
man, consequently, needs no savior from sin and death
and no restitution to original Edenic perfection. Its
claim is that, if there is a personal God, He is not

exercising any special powers, but merely allowing
so-called laws of nature to operate.

Furthermore, this unreasonable human philosophy
claims, that in ages past in the surging of the salt
waters of the ocean, protoplasmic life was sponta-
neously generated, and that the microscopic germ that
thus developed, evolved into a thousand different
forms. Among these were worms, snakes, fish, reptiles,
whales, birds and beasts, and that finally one division
of these families attained to an ape and gradually
developed into a human person. This viewpoint
ignores and denies sin and its downward tendencies that
we all know afflict the human family and must be
opposed. It denies the need of a savior, a mediator, and
holds that each generation of humanity, in dying, helps
onward the succeeding generation to grander develop-
ment and that eventually human perfection will be
attained by an evolutionary process, by man’s own
exertion, regardless of whether there is a creator or not.

Man’s present position and his future outlook stands
in direct opposition to such an illogical conclusion, for he
is, and we as a race, are century by century, increasing in
physical, mental, moral and religious degradation by
leaps and bounds. The gap between the sought-after
human excellence and present imperfection is ever
widening. Anyone with but meager comprehension surely
can see that since the world wars, revolution, anarchy,
terrorism, and 9/11, the human race without God has
been on a downward course leading to the grave and
not improving their position in society by their claims
of intellectual improvement.

We believe that one reason that the evolution theory
has found friends and advocates is because the Bible
teaching, the plan of God, has been grossly misunder-
stood by mainline Christian denominations. The Bible
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is misrepresented as teaching that practically all of
the human family were born under a Divine sentence
of eternal torture. As a result, only the comparatively
few that are reached in the present life by the Gospel,
can by faith in the Savior and by a thorough, ongoing
conversion to sainthood, escape eternal torture and
gain eternal bliss. Many thinking people, not com-
prehending that the Bible has been misrepresented
by its own friends, by the creeds of the Dark Ages,
have looked about for a substitute for the Bible.
Evolution, although quite unsatisfactory to them,
furnished the only substitute they could find, even
though it contradicted God’s Word; particularly the
teaching of the Scriptures that God created our first
parents perfect, “in His own image” (Gen. 1: 26, 27)
and that man by sin fell from that standing.

SIN'S PENALTY

As electric lights help us to see much more clearly than
it was possible to see with the aid of kerosene lamps and
candles, so concordances and other Bible study helps
enable us to understand the Bible, God’s revelation,
much clearer than it was possible to understand it in past
centuries. One Sacred text is found to throw light upon

blemishes, for the reason that, in many cases, of
being born in sin and shapen in iniquity, and thereby
inheriting bad tendencies from their parents (Psa. 51: 5).
Consequently, with some people, these blemishes have
been developed and accentuated by close association with
those contaminated with moral and religious blemishes.
There are the world-over, hospitals, infirmaries and
cemeteries, which are additional evidences of man’s
depravity. The reason is exactly what the Word of God
teaches, that, “The wages of sin is death.” “The soul
that sins, he will die” (Rom. 6: 23; Ezek. 18: 4, 20).
The great disease of sin, started by our first parents in
Eden, has spread as a plague among all their children,
blemishing some in one particular and others in
another, but corrupting them all and bringing death
eventually to all.

SIN ATONEMENT

Our minds agree to the foregoing, and we agree too that
it is proper that the Almighty God should be a just God,
that justice should be the foundation of His throne
(Psa. 89: 14), His government. We may well inquire
as to what is possible in the way of sin atonement, by
which original sin is offset for Adam and his entire race.

another; and gradually the
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“...all the people saw, they shouted,
and fell on their faces”— Verse 24

human race in general

not a coming eternal tor-

through our Redeemer,

ture at the hands of fireproof devils, but instead is
death—cessation of life. Now, we understand how dis-
obedience on the part of Father Adam brought upon
him a death sentence, a dying condition. This sen-
tence, transmitted by heredity from parent to child,
has increased the depravity, century by century until
today, even among the most civilized, many are in
mental hospitals, and many of those in these institu-
tions are mentally dead to the extent that they are
unable to care for themselves. Millions more of our race
are in prisons and penitentiaries because of moral

the Messiah, and in addition through the instrumental-
ity of the nation of Fleshly Israel, upon which He will, in
the coming Age, confer a special privilege and honor in
bearing the Truth to other nations. The New
Testament contains the record which shows that when
the Messiah came at His First Coming, the world and
His own nation knew Him not. The record tells us
that, in crucifying Him, the people of Fleshly Israel
really fulfilled the Divine intention as foretold through
the prophets, that thereby they slew “the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1: 29, 36).
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The Scriptures tell us that before the prophesied bless-
ings to and from lIsrael, the Plan of God called for
another work to take precedence in the Gospel Age,
which was the gathering of Spiritual Israel, from
among both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 15: 14).
Otherwise called the True Church, the Little Flock
(Luke 12: 32), is that which the Apostle styles “the
mystery of God” (Col. 2: 2).

RESTITUTION

While the result of the great sin atonement provided by
our Redeemer means for Spiritual Israel a change of
nature from human to spirit nature, it does not mean
such a change for Fleshly Israel and mankind in general,
for they are to have restitution or restoration to what was

the world so much that He died for all, and since He
knows that the whole creation is groaning and travailing
in pain together, waiting for the great deliverance made
possible by His sacrifice (Rom. 8: 19-22)?

Ah! The Scriptures answer the question. They indi-
cate that in the Divine program the gathering of the
elect church and the other elect classes must precede
the bringing of Restitution blessings to the human
race. They tell us that God imposed special crucial tests
(James 1: 12) upon those called and chosen members of
His Bride (Rev. 17: 14). Their invitation was to joint-
heirship with Christ in a heavenly, spiritual nature, the
Divine nature, and to sharing with Him in the earthly,
Millennial Kingdom and glory and in the work, which
these will accomplish for the world. The Scriptures tell

lost by Adam. The Edenic life and
home first provided for Father
Adam was human perfection in the
garden of Eden, but it was all lost
by his disobedience. The proposi-
tion of the Scriptures is that the
great Redeemer will restore |
Paradise and make it worldwide;
the home not only for Adam, but
also for many millions of his now |
multitudinous progeny. The §
Scriptures abound with promises
concerning Fleshly Israel and their Sl
regathering to their homeland, and
their restoration to God’s favor and
show that they will be made God’s | P
instrumentality for helping to SN RE
spread the blessings of Messiah’s
Kingdom to other nations. The
Scriptures tell us how the para-
disiacal condition will be brought about. They explain
that the wilderness shall blossom as the rose and that
the solitary place shall be glad (Isa. 35: 1). St. Peter
points us down to the time of the Second Coming of
Christ for the fulfillment of all these great Restitution
promises. He tells us that then “times of refreshing”
will come to earth, and assures us that then will be
accomplished the Restitution of all things, which God
spoke by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the
world began (Acts 3: 19-21).
BETTER SACRIFICES

Now we inquire, Why the long delay in bringing to pass
“the times of restitution”? Why did the great Redeemer
not begin at once to accomplish this restoring work for
the human race, after it was secured by His death at
Calvary? How could He bear the delay, since He loved
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d death (Rev. 2: 10). This does not
mean merely a putting away of
sin, for that would not be sacri-
fice. It means the laying down of
earthly rights and privileges,
after the manner and example of
the Redeemer, who knew no
sin. The exhortation to them is
to sacrifice. The Apostle says, “I
s beseech you therefore, brethren,

ON by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable
service” (Rom. 12: 1).

The Scriptures inform us that God has attached the
glories of the future to the sufferings of God’s consecrated
people during the Gospel Age. It is written respecting the
Body of Christ, “If we be dead with Him, we shall also
live with Him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with
Him” (2 Tim. 2: 10-12). Accordingly, we see that this
entire Christian Age has been set aside as a period of
sacrificing. Jesus began the sacrificing as the Ransom
price, and in accepting believers as His Body members,
it was only on the condition that they be sanctified,
separated from the world, and to present and use day-
by-day their bodies as living sacrifices. Therefore, the
Body members throughout the Age have suffered with
their Lord and Head, and have been, as the Apostle
Paul declares, “filling up that which is behind of the



afflictions of Christ” (Col. 1: 24). The ransom merit
is all in the great ransom sacrifice of Jesus, but He
passed that merit through the Body members to the
intent that they have received a share in the glories
and honors of the spiritual phase of the Kingdom.
This will in turn introduce His Millennial Kingdom,
which will eventually be established on earth, after
all of the elect will have finished their earthly course.

The Apostle, after pointing out the typical sin-
offerings under the Jewish arrangement, shows us that
the sacrifices of Jesus and the Church, which is His
Body, are the antitypes of those sin-offerings made year
by year under the Jewish economy. He styles the
antitypical sacrifices as the “better sacrifices than
these” (Heb. 9: 23).

THE TYPICAL DAY OF

ATONEMENT

We are at the time of the year when our Hebrew friends
are accustomed to celebrate their great Day of
Atonement. They do so, however, in a rather meaningless
manner. Those of them who are acquainted with the
facts, know that the whole procedure is only a ceremony.
In their confusion, which God has permitted to come
upon them during the Gospel Age, they have no priest
(Hos. 3: 4). Since the rejection of their Messiah, their
priestly records are all lost, so that no Jew in the world
can make claim to the position of high priest or right-
fully seek to perform the functions of the high priest in
connection with the Day of Atonement sacrifices.

Our Hebrew friends deserve our sympathy The tenth
day of the seventh month, -
which corresponds approxi-
mately with Oct. 1, was their
appointed Day of Atonement.
The sacrifices of that day,
when properly performed,
made reconciliation for their
iniquities for the coming year,
at the end of which they
would again become unclean e
and need another Atonement Day. As the Apostle says,
the arrangement God made by them for the forgiveness
of sins was “year by year continually” (Heb. 10: 1).
Moreover, the yearly repetition indicated that the sins
were not actually canceled, but merely covered for
the year.

Now when the anniversary of their Day of
Atonement comes, they bemoan their sins and fast and
pray; but they have no High Priest to offer the bullock
of a sin-offering and then to take its blood into the Holy

and into the Most Holy, and there to sprinkle it for the
cleansing of his household and tribe (Lev. 16). It was
The bullock’s sacrifice which represented Jesus sacrifice
primarily for the Church. Additionally, they have no
High Priest later on to come and take the blood of the
goat as a sin-offering and do with it as he did with the
bullock’s blood—i.e., sprinkle it on the Mercy Seat in
the Most Holy, for all the people of Israel. Nor have they
any High Priest to come out of the Most Holy and the
Holy to bless the people at large, as the High Priest did
in olden times, telling them that their sins are forgiven
through the merit of the sacrificial blood. The goat’s
blood antitypically applies to the future redemption of
the entire human race in the times of Restitution during
the Millennial Age. For the Jews today after waiting the
entire day, and knowing that they have no High Priest,
no advocate, no intercessor, no sin-bearer, they endeavor
to be cheerful and happy at the close of the Atonement
Day, and to suppose that their sins are forgiven. On
the other hand, in other cases, they endeavor to forget
all about the matter, not understanding what their
Atonement Day really means.

THE GREAT ANTITYPICAL
ATONEMENT DAY

Would that all our Hebrew friends, as well as
Christians, could understand the true antitype of that
great Day of Atonement, which the Jews celebrated
annually in a typical manner! The antitype of the
sacrificing part of that Atonement Day has been the
sacrifice of Jesus and the Church in the Christian
Age, and the antitype of the
blessing part, will occur in
the future Messianic Age for
the world. At the beginning
of this great antitypical
Atonement Day our Lord
Jesus offered up Himself.
&= \When He ascended up on
high forty days after His res-
urrection, He deposited the
merit of that great Ransom sacrifice with the Father,
who then imputed the merit for the Church. Beginning
at Pentecost the Church, as typed by the Lord’s goat
(Lev. 16: 9, 15), as the second sacrifice of the antitypical
Day of Atonement was then offered. The Gospel Age
was set aside as the acceptable time (2 Cor. 6: 2), in
which the great High Priest (Jesus) received consecrated
believers as members of His Body. He invited them to
share with Him in His sacrificial cup. They who were
“baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His
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death” (Rom. 6: 3), and were exhorted as the antitypical
goat to “go forth to Him outside the camp, bearing his
reproach” (Heb. 13: 13).

This sacrificing of the antitypical Body members pro-
gressed during the Gospel Age. The antitypical blood of
the Lord’s Goat, the Body of Christ, was made ready for
sprinkling on the antitypical Mercy Seat in the Most
Holy. In antitype it is the all-sufficient merit of Jesus’
sacrifice that has during the Christian Age, offset the sins
of the Church. Eventually Jesus’ merit, represented by
the goat’s blood, will be applied on behalf of the entire
human race. Then it will be accepted “for the sins of the
whole world” (1 John 2: 2) and will be acknowledged by
the Father! In God’s due time the great antitypical High

Priest, Head and Body members, will come forth,
clothed in the great glory, honor, dignity and power
represented in the garments of glory and beauty of
the typical High Priest (Lev. 16: 23, 24), and will
bless mankind! Then will come the time for the lifting
up the hands of the great antitypical High Priest, the
display of His power in the blessing of all the families
of the earth! Eventually, the blessing will descend upon
all of the people—upon natural Israel first and shouts of
rejoicing will arise from the whole human race as condi-
tions of sorrow, pain and death shall pass away, giving
place to praise, as men shall seek to glorify God and to
lift up their endeavors in His service (Isa. 35: 10)!

* * %

RESURRECTION
BY DI|VINE POWER

We understand that the resurrection of the Church was
to be in Divine spirit bodies, quietly, unobtrusive,
unseen by human beings, who cannot see spirit beings
(John 1: 18; 1 John 4: 12). But with the world in
general, how will their awakening in the earthly
Kingdom be? They will be raised human beings and
will be visible to all; will not their resurrection cause
a great disorder, and, indeed, concern? Will not the
appearing of millions of human beings, needing food,
clothing and shelter, produce a general famine and
shortage for all, and interrupt all the affairs of the
world? We answer: “No!” Although our Father’s Word
has not given us clear and direct information on these
points, we who have come to some knowledge of His
wisdom and power, and of His orderly methods of work-
ing out His great designs, can safely trust all to Him.
The Time of Trouble started with the onset of World
War | (Dan. 12: 1; Matt. 24: 21); this marked the close
of all opportunity to be a member of the elect Church; for
the full number of the Bride had been reaped and there
was no room for any more. (Rev. 7: 3). The door was then
shut (Matt. 25: 10). Since then, society has moved more
and more toward a chaotic condition—with the begin-
ning of the twentieth century; spiritual darkness has
come for light, with selfishness, having worked general
discontent. This has led to the rejection of the Sacred
Word and the overall discontent throughout the
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world. The light of Divine truth having shaken the foun-
dations of sectarianism, which for so long misrepresent-
ed the Word of God, the natural result followed and the
degenerate conduct of many of Christendom’s leaders has
been manifested. When sectarianism began to fall, it
subverted faith in the Bible. This condition was then
followed in an attempt for the union of the confederacy
of Protestants and an attempt at affiliation with
Catholics, to rule the Christian world along lines of
morality and formalism. This had its day; but finally
the masses, freed from the chains of superstition,
revolted against class and clerical domination, and
overthrew them. Then followed various efforts to
establish world peace, prosperity and general welfare,
according to various theories—Nationalism,
Socialism, Nihilism, Communism and, finally,
Anarchism. Each proved impracticable—all failed to
improve world conditions. Together they proved worse
than the most degraded of earth’s despotic governments,
because they were based on selfishness, while supposedly
built on justice and love; leaders selfishly and in pride
exalted themselves, while violently speaking against
others, who had done the same under previous social
arrangements.

The world is becoming disgusted with its own futile
efforts to institute and maintain peace and prosperity in
government. The time is approaching for God’s



Kingdom to begin to reconstruct society upon the
principles of righteousness and love. The spiritual
Kingdom of Christ and the Church is working unos-
tentatiously for the destruction of Satan’s evil empire.
The Ancient Worthies will eventually come forth
perfect men, because they passed their trial in ages
past, and that satisfactorily in God’s sight (Heb. 11:
39). “These all” are but few—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and Moses, will by their appearance among the regather-
ing Jews in Palestine not be a complete surprise, since
many are looking for some favor of God for Israel.
Their appearance, no less than their superior talents
and wisdom, will contrast strongly with those of
imperfect men around them, and bring them at once
the respect and obedience of the Jews in Israel. Those
who have faith in the Scriptures and believe in the
resurrection will be able to discern these leaders as
representatives of the Divine government. Soon they will
be recognized world-wide as the rulers of Palestine.

Before long, the news will no doubt be that
Palestine is prospering under these new governors; as
attention is drawn to their laws and methods, which
bring the very results so long and so fruitlessly sought
through the centuries. Finally, the world in general
will, by petition, seek for the same government and
laws, saying in the language of the prophet: “Come, let
us go up to the mountain [Kingdom] of the Lord, and to
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths” (Micah 4: 2). In this
way the Worthies, as the earthly representatives of the
heavenly Kingdom of God, will come into control of
the earthly phase of the Kingdom; and then will begin
the work of Restitution—the formation of the “new
earth” the new social order under the “new heavens”
[the heavenly spiritual Kingdom, the glorified
Church]; “and new earth, [the earthly Kingdom for the
human race in the Millennial Age] wherein dwells
righteousness” (Isa. 66: 22; 2 Pet. 3: 13).

Now let us step one hundred or more years farther
into the Millennial Age, and take a view. By then the
blessings of peace and wise government will have been
instituted by the Worthies. The Ancients of old and the
Youthfuls of more recent times, perfect rulers, in whose
hearts selfishness has no place, they will produce wonders
in transforming the world’s society (Joel 2: 28); the
people will rejoice in being a part of the new world
order then in operation; the idle rich are gone, the
unemployed poor are gone, all trouble-makers and
breeders of discontent are under restraint; most will
have a changed purpose, they will be walking the
“highway” toward human perfection (Isa. 35: 8, 9).

Love, Wisdom, Justice and Power will be in control
over the earthly phase of the Kingdom of God.
Education and learning will be general under the new
order. Wisdom will then be present, assisting in the
developing of character as the ruling principle in
everyone’s heart and mind. With climatic changes
improved, the wisdom of these perfect rulers will cause
the earth to yield great increase in quantity as well as
in quality of food. Machinery then will be marvelously
improved and the results will benefit everyone.
Technology beyond man’s highest dreams will come
forth as an every day occurrence. The race will then be
undergoing Restitution, being prepared for the work
relative to the future population of the other planets of
our solar system; brought about by the creative efforts
of Jesus and the Church in “ages to come.” Health will
improve proportionately, as people obey the laws of
the Kingdom; and none will die except the wilfully
perverse, who resist all the beneficial arrangements
provided for their welfare then and in the everlasting
future. Those who then die have no hope of future trial—
for all then living will be living under the second trial
secured for all by our Lord’s ransom-sacrifice, and failure
for them will mean Second Death—"everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of his power” (2 Thes. 1: 9; Heb. 10: 26).

The knowledge of the Lord in the Kingdom will
be everywhere: the knowledge of the Lord will fill
the whole earth, and none need say to his neighbor,
“Know the Lord; for they shall all know Me, from
the least of them to the greatest of them, says the
LorD” (Jer. 31: 34). Seeing that the blessings of
Restitution will then be enjoyed and are the result of
the ransom-sacrifice of our Lord, and that it was “a
ransom for all—to be testified in due time.” The
Scriptures teach that all the world must be awakened
from death and brought to the knowledge of the Truth
and to an opportunity to reach full restitution—up to
the perfection lost—many will talk about this, and
when and how it will come about. It will be the con-
versation of the day. Looking forward to when the
great awakening will be operative it will probably be
common to understand that it is a miracle from God
(John 11: 40-44).

It may readily be surmised that it will be those who
have done the most good in this life, those who have
exercised and developed patience and  benevolence to
some extent, that will first be reached in the awakening.
Not until nature and invention shall have made the
necessities and comforts of life quite abundant, nor
until the hearts of the world have become greatly
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enlarged with generosity and sympathy, will the viler
characters of the world be remembered and brought
back. Those remembered as brutal and devilish, such
as Nero, Diocletian, Herod, Torquemada, Hitler and
thousands less notorious, may be expected among
the last. They will “come forth to shame and lasting
contempt” as the prophet expresses it (Dan. 12: 2).
By that time human society will be much nearer perfec-
tion than now, and, with the greater powers of perfection,
will be able to read the minds, the very thoughts, of these
miserable, depraved, fellow-creatures. The evil tendency
of their lives of selfish gratification will then be seen.
They who had shunned the pure, the generous, the good,
will come to loathe themselves.

But, although in contempt with all, all will rec-
ognize that a share in the great redemptive sacrifice
of Christ belongs to even these; because Jesus Christ,
by the grace of God, tasted death for every man. Yet
even while despising their miserable characters, all will
be ready and anxious to help them to gain knowledge of
God and Christ, and to direct their faith and hope. Those
who have previously entered on the “highway” will
rejoice at their every evidence of progress toward God
and righteousness and restitution and eternal life. Hence,
whichever of these shall, by full consecration, yield him-
self entirely to the Lord, shall proportionately gain the

support of the faithful; but those who then, after seeing
righteousness and sin fully contrasted, choose the ways of
evil, the wrath of God and the contempt of all who love
righteousness will abide, and they “shall be punished
with an everlasting destruction”—the Second Death (2
Thes. 1: 9; Rev. 2: 11).

Hence, there will be the “coming forth” of “all that
are in their graves.” And it is written that “They that
hear [give attention to, or obey the voice of the Son of
Man, at that time] shall live” (John 5: 25). Their awak-
ening will not be living, in the full sense of the word
“live”—as in perfection. Their condition, when they
“come forth,” will resemble the present condition of
humanity—a dying condition, until they make reforma-
tion toward righteousness. As they make progress, their
situation will properly be called a living state; because
the merit of our Lord’s great sacrifice will then be fully
operative toward all, and because the general tendencies
surrounding them will then be directed for attaining life
instead of, as now, leading to death. Then all, who under
those favorable circumstances, do not oppose, but hear
and obey the Lord, will find themselves coming more
and more into man’s original estate, “very good,” the
earthly image of their spiritual Creator, and finally be
accounted worthy of everlasting life.

* % %

SELF-ESTEEM
EXAGGERATED

Continued from our last issue

Having briefly looked at the opposite of
self-esteem, we might now profitably con-
sider its exaggeration. The exaggeration of
self-esteem is pride, which is the worst of all
the lower primary disgraces, as it is also the
opposite of the highest of the secondary
graces—humility. Against none of the other
selfish disgraces does the Bible speak so
much as against pride, which is exaggerated
self-esteem. A consideration of a few things
that it says against this disgrace will prove
this point.

The Bible teaches that God does not
respect the proud (Job 37: 24). It accuses
pride of persecuting the poor, of boast-
ing, of ignoring God and His Word, of

despising one’s fellows and of self-security
(Psa. 10: 2-6, 11). It charges pride with
enslaving its subjects, with violence, cor-
ruption, oppression and arrogance, and
with blasphemy against God and man
(Psa. 73: 6, 8, 9). It says that God cannot
bear the proud (Psa. 101: 5). It holds
that the proud are cursed, that pride
makes them liars, and that they will be
brought to shame (Psa. 119: 21, 69, 78).
It declares that pride is an abomination
to God (Prov. 6: 16, 17), a quality hated
by Him (8: 13), that it makes people go
astray (10: 17), despise others (11: 12),
and be foolish (12: 15), contentious and
sinful (13: 10; 21: 4; 28: 25), and that it
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brings to destruction (15: 25; 16: 18; 17: 19; 18: 12)
and is ensnaring and degrading (29: 8, 23).

The Bible teaches also that pride brings woe (Luke
11: 43), makes people lose God’s favor (Rom. 11: 18-20),
puffs them up (1 Cor. 5: 2), perverts knowledge (8: 2),
exalts oneself above the knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10: 5),
requires sore experiences to subdue it (12: 7), leads to
self-deception (Gal. 6: 3), brings condemnation and a
snare (1 Tim. 3: 6), makes one a false teacher (6: 3-5),
is one of the characteristics of the wicked (2 Tim. 3: 2, 4),
brings resistance from God (Jas. 4: 6), makes one a lord
over God’s heritage (1 Pet. 5: 3), is not of the
Father, but of the world (1 John 2: 16),
makes wretched, miserable, poor,
blind and naked (Rev. 3: 17) and
will bring torment, sorrow, death,
mourning, famine and destruction
(Rev. 18: 7, 8).

The Scriptures glve many per-

(2 Kings 5: 11- 13) Shebna (Isa. 22:
15-19), Hezekiah (Isa. 39: 2-8), Uzziah <%
(2 Chro. 26: 16-19), Haman (Esth. 3: 5; 7:
10), Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 5: 20), etc. The Bible
condemns it as one of our worst foes.
Exaggerated self-esteem, pride, has three _
elements; and these are the exaggerations '
of its three elements, confidence, satis- &5
faction (which in fallen humans is
always exaggerated) and respect.
An overweening confidence takes &=
on various forms, like sufficiency,
audacity, forwardness, self-assur-
ance, and presumptuousness. It is
preeminently the quality that

to tread,” to aspire to things beyond \.
their capacity and to attempt things for
which they lack the necessary abilities. It makes
them attempt things wherein they are sure to fail, and
despise to do the things which their talents are fit to
perform. Thus it makes them attempt impossibilities,
and makes them become fools in others’ estimation.
History and our observation furnish us many examples
of this evil quality.

The second form of esteem is personal exaggerations
of self-esteem, self-satisfaction, which are also multi-
form. While all forms of self-satisfaction are wrong in
fallen man, because exaggerated in every case, there are
varying degrees of it. And when its exaggeration is

extreme it becomes the most dangerous element of
pride. Its essence is self-conceit, self-complacency and
self-admiration; and in its worst exaggeration it
makes one puffed up, swollen, inflated, lofty minded,
high-minded, self-important and bloated. By such
exaggerations of self-satisfaction one feels himself
the center of the universe, the sun about which all others,
as more or less distant planets, revolve, and by which
they are kept in their place, subordinate, of course, to this
fancied sun. They feel themselves the pink of all perfec-
tion, the acme of all attainments and the climax of all
achievements. But after all they are sure to
burst, like the fabled frog that sought to
inflate himself to the size of the cow.
: The exaggeration of the third
\ element of self-esteem is inflated

& varying degrees and has many
Fy forms. It is vaunting ambition that
overleaps itself. It is the haughtiness
o that leads to refusal to notice others.

It is the arrogance that disdains others.
7 Itis the contempt that despises others. It
" is the high-mindedness that is discontented
with a lowly station, and aspires to the highest
station, and in the attempt to attain it, practices self-
exaltation that refrains not from forcing oth-
ers down. It assumes lordliness regardless of
whether it possesses it or not. It is the
superciliousness that cares not whose
feelings it tramples under foot. It is
Sow A the proud Pharisee that disdains
. ‘ and despises the lowly publican. It

) ﬁ practices aloofness from real or

pe LY [ imagined inferiority. It passes by

L the poor, the afflicted and the humble,
=/ with loftiness of manner and upraised
and back tilted head. It struts about with
the swagger of self-importance and others’
assumed inferiority or nothingness. It is self-
important in its carriage, magisterial in its tones and
imperious in its speech. It turns dignity into pomposity,
self-respect into self-worship and high position into
tyranny. It is often present where there is superiority in
those that it disdains and despises.

Pride is present often in rulers and other high
officers of the state. The clergy frequently exemplify
it. The aristocrats and the wealthy often affect it.
Great military and naval commanders generally
manifest it. Especially have the great conquerors of
history been guilty of exaggerated self-respect. But it
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is also often manifested by people of inferior talents,
attainments, achievements and position. Yes, so fallen are
some that even the least talented, the most unfruitful
workers and most inconspicuous agents are victims of
this disgrace; for many seek to be the “biggest frog in the
puddle,” who have not the slightest qualification for it.
But it is one of the evils of pride, exaggerated self-esteem,
that it produces the spirit of an unsound mind that
makes people incapable of judging themselves aright.
Pride has led to the fall of more leaders among the
Lord’s people than all other causes combined many
times multiplied. It surely is one of the Christian’s
worst enemies, and should be slain on sight. Another
delusion that it fosters is that it considers those who
oppose it as filled with pride, and hates in them the
real or imagined quality that it actually has.
Certainly in itself and in its three elements it is a very
bad disgrace for anyone to have.

THE FUNCTION OF SELF-ESTEEM

Let us next turn to the study of the function of self-
esteem. When we speak of its function we do not mean
the function of its extremes, regardless of whether in its
exaggeration in pride or in its exaggeration of humility.
Rather, we mean the office that self-esteem has as a
commendable part of character. That it is intended
for good uses is evident in that God made it an
endowment of the human disposition, a part of man’s
moral makeup. This is also apparent from the fact
that God, Christ, the good angels and the saints in
glory have it as an element of their characters.
Accordingly, it has a Divinely approved and intended
function in our dispositions and characters.

What, then, is the function of self-esteem? It is
that of a servant, not that of a master; for as a master
it becomes exaggerated, pride. It can be set to work
as a servant of Truth, righteousness and holiness; it is
to be used so as to promote the advancement of Truth,
righteousness and holiness in ourselves and in others.
This function of self-esteem can be seen in those of its
two elements now usable by us: self-confidence and
self-respect.

The amount of self-confidence that we may rightly
use is the belief in ourselves as able to be and to do what-
ever God desires us to be and to do, and not either more
or less. Thus we may properly use it as a servant of Truth
to the degree of arousing ourselves to believe that we
can gain and retain as much of Truth for ourselves as
God desires us to have, and to believe that we have
as sufficient a hold on the Truth as God desires us to
have in order to help others to receive it. When we
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have that amount of self-confidence to believe that we
can and should use it for these two purposes, then we
have made a servant use of the self-confidence of our
self-esteem as to the proper use of Truth. Similarly,
when we use our self-confidence to arouse us to
advance righteousness and holiness in us and in others
in ways and degrees that God indicates that He desires
us to do, then we make the self-confidence of self-
esteem a servant of righteousness and holiness.

We can see this function of self-esteem also in its
element of self-respect and of the dignity that true
self-respect produces. The servant use of the self-
respect of self-estee